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A HealthCare Organization Partnership With United Nations
to Eradicate Human Trafficking
Nada Wakim, PhD, RN, NE-BC – AVP of Nursing
BACKGROUND/SIGNIFICANCE

RESULTS

• Majority between 36-45 years (28.93%), females
(78.68%), RNs (30.67%) with 0-5 years in profession
(27.41%).

Human Trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery. According to the
US Department of State, Trafficking in Persons report (2019), human
trafficking is the most heinous crimes on Earth.
Anyone can become a victim. Healthcare professionals frequently
encounter trafficked persons and are too often unprepared to
identify victims. South Florida is considered one of the hot spots for
Human Trafficking in the US. Baptist Health of South Florida (BHSF)
recognized the importance of the need to act.

• SMH had 52 respondents (26.4%) out of 197 (100%)
respondents.

• Pre training, only 5.08% felt very confident in their
ability to identify HT victims, while 34.52% felt not
confident at all. Post training, 30.46% felt very
confident and 45.69% felt confident.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this project was to create a Human Trafficking
Response Program at a South Florida HealthCare system to identify
and intervene with potential victims through education and training
in collaboration with the United Nations Global Strategic Operatives
(GSO).

• Pre training, 39.5% felt not confident at all in their
ability to respond in a trauma-informed manner to
victims. Post training, 76.64% felt very confident to
confident.
• Post training, 71.9% were extremely likely/likely to
consider victims instead of criminals.

METHODS
• In 2019, SMH was one of six US sites chosen to conduct an
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RESULTS

initiative in collaboration with the United Nations.
The purpose was not only to increase awareness and
identification but also to propose to the World Health
Organization (WHO) a “universal” policy on human trafficking for
healthcare providers.
Two levels of education were conducted (HT 101 and HT 102).
Screening, procedure, algorithm, staff resource guide developed.
Post training, a descriptive survey research study using 11
questions was conducted to examine the effectiveness of the
training.
IRB approval was obtained from BHSF IRB Board and UT at Tyler
University IRB.
Email with the survey link was sent to the staff who received the
training with weekly reminders.
Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, frequencies, PrePost correlation and cross tabulation.

DISCUSSION/IMPLICATIONS
• Increased staff awareness through training and
education on human trafficking screening.
• The use of a trauma-informed approach to
intervene with victims.
• Potential victims are identified and provided
assistance in the hope to eradicate this epidemic.

• Every patient is screened for Human Trafficking
upon entry to a BHSF facility (Inpatient, ED, UCC)
• Training using the GSO initiative rolled out system
wide at BHSF. Every new hire is automatically
assigned the new training.
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• Data for all positive screens are tracked
systemwide.

